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Introduction to MAP Testing for Parents

WELCOME!



Overview

● About MAP (Measures of Academic Progress)
○ What is MAP testing and how does it work?

○ MAP Growth vs. MAP Reading Fluency

● Reports: What kind of reports will I see for my student and what 
does the data in the report mean?

● Using MAP Scores
○ How do teachers and the school use MAP testing results?



About MAP



MAP Testing at Helios

● Measure student achievement, growth, and early 
reading development

● Two main types of adaptive assessments
○ MAP Reading Fluency (K; 1-2 as needed)
○ MAP Growth (1st grade +)

● Testing 3 times a year: August, December, and May



MAP Reading Fluency

● Assesses oral reading fluency and key foundational reading skills 
(includes dyslexia screener)

● Focuses on early literacy (pre K-5)
● Offered to K and some Lower School students
● Adaptive assessment
● Audio format with microphone
● ~20 minutes

More information: https://www.nwea.org/map-reading-fluency/ 
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/map-reading-fluency-student-experience/

https://www.nwea.org/map-reading-fluency/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/resource/map-reading-fluency-student-experience/


MAP Reading Fluency
● Instant data & insights on each student (at, above, below grade level)
● Detailed view of individual strengths and focus areas 
● Results confirm our in-class placements
● Teachers may use results for instructional planning, grouping students, or differentiating 

instruction 

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/caphelp/Content/ReadFluency/InterpretiveTables.htm?Highlight=foundational%20skills%20tables#Oral_Reading_Accuracy

★ If interested, discuss with teachers at ILP
★ Reports: generated for teachers only

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/caphelp/Content/ReadFluency/InterpretiveTables.htm?Highlight=foundational%20skills%20tables#Oral_Reading_Accuracy


MAP Growth Basics

Computer-based assessment for math, reading, and 
language usage (MS)

What MAP is NOT… 
● grade-based
● thorough testing 

for mastery of all 
content

● timed

● adaptive
● single scale for all grades
● skills and concepts lists
● checks for instructional level
● allows breaks



MAP Growth: Adaptive Testing

By the end of the test, the 
score hovers in a small range

Correct answers lead to harder problems

Incorrect answers lead to easier problems



MAP Growth: RIT Score

● RIT (Rasch Unit) scale - measures student 
performance/growth, regardless of age, grades, or grade 
level

● Extends across all grades (K-12): higher instructional level = 
higher RIT score

● Measures the level where a student is ready to learn (the 
point between knowing and not knowing answers).



Try the sample test yourself:

https://practice.mapnwea.org/#/practice-landing 

Username: grow Password: grow

About MAP: Sample Test

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/29662/family-guide-to-map-growth_NWEA.pdf

https://practice.mapnwea.org/#/practice-landing
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/fact-sheet/29662/family-guide-to-map-growth_NWEA.pdf


It depends.

● 40-55 questions depending on test
● Untimed, breaks ok, can return another day

Most students take about 40 minutes for Reading, a bit more for Math. 
It depends on their level and working style.

How long is the test?



MAP Growth: Our population
Why scores aren’t everything 

● Ceiling Effect (RIT ~300)
● Questions Locked for 2 years
● Regression Toward the Mean
● Over-Thinking the Test
● Out-Thinking the Test
● Perfectionism

Scores do not answer questions

they tell us where to start asking them



Beyond MAP?
Some students outscore the MAP 

● All students take MAP in the fall
● “Soft ceiling” determined by...

○ Above about ~300 R, ~320 M
○ High Percent Correct (>60-65%); high standard error)
○ Options:

■ Move from 2-5 to 6+ MAP test*
■ Move to a different test (sample ACT, etc)
■ Skip testing that term 

○ Families will be contacted to make choices
*High RIT score (>240) + High percent correct = move to 6+ level



MAP Reports



MAP Growth Reports

2 different reports are generated for each student
● Family Report and Student Progress Report

● Each represents a different view of your student’s data with distinct 
objectives

 

* on the Veracross Parent Portal, in the Reports tab



Reports: Family Report
● Explanations

● Achievement

● Growth

● One year’s history

● No “district” comparison

(sample report)



Reports: Progress



This student is...

● Average at Helios
● Very high for the norm group
● Math score percentile is compared with grade, not math placement

Reports: Progress



Reports: Norms

For 2025 norms, see 
Appendix C.3-5, starting on 
pg 67:  
https://www.nwea.org/resource-
center/white-paper/88182/MAP-
Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technic
al-Manual.pdf/ 

(Note: this graphic is from 
the 2020 norms)

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/
https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/white-paper/88182/MAP-Growth-Norms_NWEA_Technical-Manual.pdf/


Reports: Norms

The same score represents a 
different percentile at many 
grade levels.

(graphic shows 2020 norms)



“If you're tracking student performance or 
program outcomes across years, be cautious 
when comparing results based on 2020 
norms with those based on 2025 norms. 
Because the norms are anchored to a new 
national sample, changes in percentiles or 
growth might reflect the shift in norms, not 
an actual change in student performance.”

NWEA Norms Toolkit

Reports: Don’t Rely on Percentile

https://connection.nwea.org/s/norms-toolkit?language=en_US&tabset-3868d=2


Using MAP Scores



1. Targeting instruction (learning continuum)
2. Grouping (lit groups)
3. Placement (math placement)
4. Setting achievement and growth goals 
5. Supporting conversations about achievement patterns

How are MAP scores used



Class: Learning Continuum

View PDFs of the learning continuum for your child’s test 
on the Helios fileshare here:  MAP Reference Folder

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iuFjwkhtoCRQwsF9I58IRUo_i00Oamom?usp=sharing


Class: Learning Continuum



Class: Targeting Instruction



Class: Grouping
Lexile levels guide classwide or group reading selections in theme



Class: Math Placement
Other placement tools:

● Past teacher observations
● Current teacher 

observations
● Paper-and-pencil 

assessments

Math placement is not rigidly connected to MAP score



Class: Literacy Placement
Other placement tools:

● Past teacher observations
● Current teacher 

observations
● Paper-and-pencil 

assessments



THANK YOU!


